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Foreword to the 2021 Edition of the Green Bylaws Toolkit

The Green Bylaws Toolkit for Protecting and Enhancing the Natural Environment
and Green Infrastructure (formerly called the Green Bylaws Toolkit for
Conserving Sensitive Ecosystems and Green Infrastructure) was originally
published in 2007 for an enthusiastic audience of land use planners and decision
makers. With its practical approach and actual bylaw wording, the Green Bylaws
Toolkit was immediately put to use and was updated in 2016. Over the past 14
years land use practitioners have adopted it as a core resource in their planning
practices. The 2021 Toolkit update includes the addition of more case studies and
topics of interest to local government, and deeper consideration of ecosystem
connectivity and the importance of restoring and linking ecologically valuable
land. The existing information is updated to reflect changes in legislation, best
practices and bylaws since the Toolkit was first published. We anticipate that the
revised Toolkit will continue to help BC planners and local governments to
implement ecologically sustainable land use practices.

Green infrastructure is the natural, enhanced, and engineered assets that
collectively provide society with ecosystem services required for healthy
living. Natural assets (such as forests, wetlands and soil) and enhanced or
engineered systems (such as bioswales and green roofs) improve resilience
and mitigate negative environmental impacts from development, benefiting
both people and ecosystem function (from Metro Vancouver Ecological Health
Framework).
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